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I am about to do a new thing; 
    now it springs forth, do you not  

perceive it? I will make a way in the 
wilderness and rivers in the desert.  

— Isaiah 43:19 
 

The Secret Prayer Partner 
 

I was a normal 12-year-old girl. I loved to 
draw, particularly with pastels. This was really before I discovered paint. I took 
riding lessons. I loved horses as much as most girls, but at 12, I still loved them. I 
dreamed of growing up and being on the Olympic Equestrian Team. I could be a 
“girly-girl.” I could climb trees with the boys. I spent most summers covered in 
poison ivy with bumps and bruises. I loved to read. Reading was a tween-age  
escape from reality.  
 At 12, I didn’t really know who I was. I wasn’t really interested, yet, in 
finding out. In many ways I was relatively content.  
 One day I received a letter in the mail. Most 12-year-olds don’t get a lot of 
“snail-mail.” I can remember opening the letter, really a card, and reading all sorts 
of kind, encouraging, supportive things. “I hope school is going well. I’m sure you 
love your art class. I’m told you ride horses. That’s wonderful!” and, most  
importantly, “I’m lifting you in prayer.” 
 We didn’t talk much about prayer in my family. We were Easter/
Christmas Christians, well, Easter/Christmas church-goers. I was raised by  
wonderful people. For all intents and purposes, we were good Christians. We put 
others before ourselves. We helped to meet needs that were unmet by the rest of 
the world. We loved people, no matter who they were. We loved one-another.  
 So, you might imagine how interesting it was for me, of all people, to  
receive a letter from someone who said they were praying for me. I looked for a 
signature. Nothing. This strange, anonymous, phenomena confused me. In fact, it 
was confounding. I honestly couldn’t recall a long list of family members or  
acquaintances of my family who’d have told me that they were praying for me. I 
didn’t dwell on it long.  
 A few days later another card came. It, too, was anonymous. Well, this was 
getting silly. Surely I didn’t need that much prayer and who was this strange  
person, taking time out of their life to reach out to me and care for me? I needed 
to know.  
 I can remember taking the notes to my mom who’d just become the  
program secretary at Jackson First United Methodist Church (our Easter/
Christmas church and the church in which I was baptized). She couldn’t say who’d 
written the letters but expressed that she thought it was a nice gesture.  
A week later, another card. That weekend, a small gift — a journal — in the mail. 
The next week, another letter — this time the person shared a thing or two about 
themselves. I had NO IDEA who they were, even after they shared a bit about 
who they were.  (continued on page 3) 
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Prayer Concerns 
 

Our country and the world - for people of faith around the world who are 

experiencing persecution; for refugees seeking asylum from war and social 

unrest; for safe drinking water for those living in third world countries;  

prayers for our country, that truth and justice will prevail; for people around 

the world experiencing terrorist attacks; safety for children now back in 

school. 
 

The United Methodist Church - for our Pastor, Rev. Sara Tate and her sons, 

Cooper and Aiden; for our Bishop; and for our District Superintendent, the 

Rev. Dr. Deborah Smith. 
 

Trinity UMC - For homebound members in the congregation. For children 

and youth ministries. For new visitors to this congregation. For families who 

are grieving. For our congregation as we face transitions. Wisdom for our 

Trustees and Church Council facing difficult decisions. For Tom Wilson,  

and Lois Young, both recovering from successful surgeries. Praise for  

Charlotte Comes’ news that she is cancer free!  

Also, specific  prayer requests by and for: 
 

 

Joan Smith—granddaughter Sean’s vision  

      —Amanda England, inoperable brain tumor 

      —Ira Holborn, niece’s husband with metastasized esophageal  

          cancer, jaundice, feeding tube 

Jeanne Napoli, who has persistent, severe back pain 

Charlotte Comes—Ramona McWilliams, in hospital with feeding tube 

    —Virginia Blanton on hospice at son Alan’s home   

Melba Abraham—Charles’ knee surgery postponed until October 

Whendy Merryman, back issues and upcoming surgery 

Rosemary Potter—Margaret Spain, outpatient surgery on arm 

 

(Please submit your prayer requests to Debby Marston at 901-374-6895 

(voicemail available) or email to office@trinityumcmemphis.org.) 

 
The Evening Circle of Trinity's UMW will continue to meet on the third 
Monday of each month at 6:30 in
August, and December. 
Day Circle on the
December we meet outside of the church. 
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Church Office Debby Marston will be out of the office for jury 
duty the week of September 18th. 
 

Manna on Monday Food prep at Trinity UMC on Sunday,  
September 17th at 2:00 with meal delivery to Highland Heights 
UMC on Monday, September 18th at 10:00 a.m.  
 
Worship Committee 
Monday, September 18th at 6:30 p.m. in the Conference Room. 
 

Daytime UMW Meeting 
Tuesday, September 19th at 10:30. Bring non-perishables for the 
Neighborhood Center. 
 

Evening UMW Meetings 
The third Monday of each month in the Fellowship Hall at 6:30 
p.m.—a potluck meal will be shared. 
 

Covenant Discipleship  
Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m. in the Conference Room. 
 

Disciple Fast Track 
12:30 p.m. on Sundays, following worship in the Conference Room. 
 

Narcotics Anonymous now meets at Trinity UMC five evenings a 
week: Wednesday through Sunday. 
 

Scouts 
Cub Scout pack meetings are held Sunday afternoons at 3:00 
p.m. Boy Scouts meet Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Church Council Meeting 
Sunday, September 24th following worship. A Potluck  
Dinner will be served. Those planning to sit in on this  
meeting should bring a dish to share. 
 

Trinotes 
The deadline for submissions for the next mailed out Trinotes 
is September 25, 2017. Please email or deliver any articles to our 
administrative officer, Debby Marston, at:  
office@trinityumcmemphis.org. 
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 After about a month of strangeness, around the time I’d conceded myself 
to the reality that perhaps this person was sending letters to the wrong person by 
mistake, I received an invitation to an event at First Methodist. It was a dinner  
during which one would have the opportunity to meet with and have a meal with, 
their “secret prayer partner.” Well, now it all made sense. I’d been hoodwinked 
into an anonymous relationship with a total stranger who’d somehow accrued  
information about me and had successfully become my stalker, committed to  
imposing prayers on me. I’d have none of this craziness!  
 I went back and read the letters. I read the cards. I flipped through the 
pages in my new journal — the small book of crisp, new pages I’d already sketched 
a thing or two in. Someone had taken time out of their life to write me letters. 
Maybe they’d even been really honest and taken the time to pray for me — not 
that I completely understood what that meant at the time. Maybe it really was 
someone I knew and they knew me well and I wasn’t being stalked by a total 
stranger with imposing prayers. Maybe I should go. I know. I know. It wasn’t  
Easter or Christmas. But…….well…….maybe this person really did want to know 
me. Perhaps they really did care.    
 I went to the dinner. It was awkward. I didn’t know any of the other youth 
there. I didn’t know too many of the people. A few were familiar. I’d ‘sort of’ 
grown up there. I was seated at a table next to a woman I’d never-before seen in 
my life. I immediately knew that she was my secret prayer partner.  
 One might say that the rest is history. Laticia and I hit it off. She really had 
been praying for me. Little did I know that she’d become my safe-haven over the 
next 5+ years. She’d walk with me through a house fire. She’d comfort me when 
my mother went to rehab. She’d never stop praying for me. She and I would spend 
every birthday touring Jackson to eat the best of the best chocolate desserts 
(because I may or may not have a ‘problem’ with chocolate). Most importantly, 
she’d teach me how to pray and teach me the difference between “doing good” in 
the world and loving others the way that God loves me. She’d help me acclimate 
myself to the church and help draw the Spirit of God out of me in such a way that 
I would come to know God better and come to recognize a call to ministry. She’d 
lead me to love the church and want to see it become a beacon of light in the 
world.  
 It all started with a prayer. Laticia would admit today that she never 
dreamed I’d show up to the dinner, but she wanted to choose someone (me) that 
she didn’t think anyone else would choose — a stranger. She did pray for me and 
she still does.  
 One of the things that Trinity is blessed with right now is an abundance of 
children. They’re in Midtown Montessori. They’re on the playground in the back 
of the parking lot (at all hours, all week long). They’re also in worship Sunday 
morning. They’re in Sunday School. The children are visible.  
 What’s also wandering in right now are our young people — our youth. 
They are 6th through 12 grade (11-18 years old). They are from the neighborhood. 
Many of them didn’t grow up in our church or wandered in from time to time  

(continued on page 9) 
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birthdays listed in the last Trinotes omitted  

Joe Hatter, whose birthday will be celebrated  

September 30th. 

 

 
 

 
 

Offering comfort and hospitality  
through food and clothing 

By Lois M. Young 
 

One of our Room in the Inn volunteers, Kate Lareau, emailed me the first 
week in September. She wanted to get her church on the Room in the Inn 
Meal Schedule early this year. I signed them up for the three dates she  
requested. I decided to give everyone else a chance to sign up early as well, 
and the response has been amazing. We usually do not fill up our meal  
schedule until sometime in December. There are 21 Room in the Inn sessions 
at Trinity from November through March of next year. Thanks to our many 
fantastic volunteer groups we only have three sessions still open: January 2, 
February 6 and March 13.  They are going fast, so if you want one of these 
dates, please contact me as soon as possible at loislane.young@comcast.net 
or 870-559-2228. 
 

Our dedicated RITI Clothes Closet volunteers have already held two cleanup 
and sorting sessions. They tell me that three items are most needed: 

New women’s sports bras (all sizes) 
New women’s bikini underwear (all sizes) 
New men’s T-shirts, size Large 

If you decide to donate any of these items, you can drop them off in the lobby 
of the Trinity Education Building Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. or 
on Sunday mornings. Please continue praying for our unsheltered neighbors. 
They are still out there on the streets even when we are not seeing them  
every week.  
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Grocery Vouchers 

Your response to our plea for funding for grocery 
vouchers has been tremendous. Thank you for your 
generosity in donating to the communion fund and 
grocery voucher fund so we can continue to help 
those who lack the basic needs for life. Since the 
last issue of Trinotes, we have handed out thirteen 
vouchers at $25 each. The communion fund is discretionary, and Rev. 
Sara has designated that fund to be disbursed in the form of grocery 
vouchers for the present. Three preschool children accompanied their 
mother and grandmother to Trinity this week in order to receive  
assistance. Sadly, this need is ongoing among the poor in our  
community.  We hope that you will continue your contributions to our 
grocery voucher fund so we can, in a small way, meet the needs of 
“the least of these.” 

(continued from page 3—The Secret Prayer Partner) 
 
(Easter/Christmas). They’re coming to Trinity looking for something — looking 
for relationship — looking for community — wanting to hang out — wanting 
your love, your prayers, and your attention and guidance. They’re coming to us by 
little doing of our own and it doesn’t take much — it won’t take much — to 
show them the love of God in Christ Jesus.  
 They need a youth group. They need leaders — multiple leaders — who 
can be with them Sunday during the Sunday School hour just to hang out, play 
games, and help them get to know one-another. Later they’ll need teachers to  
offer them a lesson from time to time. These are the harder commitments. We 
can feed them. We can chaperone occasional events. We can fund their ministry 
(because you are so, so faithful to doing that), but they need a handful of folks 
who’ll step up and do the consistent, weekly work with them. Is that you? Can it 
be? Don’t automatically say, “no.” I beg you, challenge you, and implore you to 
think about this and pray about this.  
 It took a small act of love and devotion that turned into a faithful  
relationship modeled after Christ, to help me, at 12-years-old, really find God for 
the first time. Look where that led. Let’s don’t let this gift leave us. God is clearly 
showing us a new thing. Are you ready to be a part of this? I have faith that God 
is with us in it.  
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NA Fundraiser a Success 
 

On Saturday August 26th, Narcotics Anonymous put on a talent show /
bake sale fundraiser for an upcoming convention. There were over 100 
people in attendance! The talent show participants who took the stage 
were a diverse group of people including musicians, singers, dancers, 
and even a play! The bake sale was a huge success! Members of our  
fellowship all chipped in and created different desserts, including fudge 
brownies, strawberry upside down cake, cheesecake,  banana cream 
pie....and many others. Although no addict was turned away from not 
being able to pay, it was a huge success! We generated over $1,000 and 
were able to cover our overhead expenses. This was truly an amazing 
event and we're grateful for Trinity United Methodist Church  for  
allowing us to facilitate our event. All the members of our fellowship 
collaborated and worked hard to make this a success! We are looking 
forward to doing the same with future events coming up including  
Halloween and New Year's Eve!    
 

 

 
Memorials  

 

A memorial has been received: 
 

In memory of Randy Bruce from Phil & Kathy Isbell 
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CHOIR NEWS: A Music Note  

 
 

For those of you who have not met me, I am John Holtzman, the new music  
director at Trinity. I am happy and excited to be here and am looking forward to 
kicking off our music program, which  I trust will be a blessing to those attending 
the services. I came to Trinity from Ellendale UMC where I have served as  
pianist/organist for almost 7 years. I have been involved with church music  
ministry since I was 12 years old. I have enjoyed working with the choir and  
serving as pianist for worship thus far and am looking forward to further  
opportunities to direct and play for future services.  We will be having choir  
rehearsals in the fellowship hall each Wednesday night at 6:30 unless otherwise 
noted. If you have thought about being in the choir or have a musical gift you 
would like to share, please contact me and I would welcome you sharing your gift 
with our community of faith.  I wanted to make sure to have you put it on your  
calendar to participate in our Singspiration Sunday which will be October 29, 
2017. If you would like to sing, play an instrument, or share a poem, please get in 
touch with me so I can put you on the schedule for that Sunday.     

Snowden Dudes 
 

 An opportunity has fallen into our laps to make an even greater impact 
on the lives of the students in our community. Please read about the following 
program at Snowden School and let me know if you’d like to be involved. It’s 
something worth prayerfully considering.   — Rev. Sara Tate 
 “Three years ago a group of guys started a program to help under-
achieving students at Snowden school with their early reading skills: letter  
recognition, phonemes, and sight words. We had 25 guys volunteer to show up 
once a week for 15 minutes. This allowed us to cover the 5 kindergarten classes 
five days a week. It was a real success. The teachers all remarked on the  
improvements to the students we tutored--behaviorally and academically. These 
guys are parents of children at Snowden, neighborhood men, and anyone who 
has an interest in Snowden or Midtown Memphis. As the new year is starting, I 
am trying to recruit to compensate for attrition and to expand the program into 
the optional bound 1st grade classes. Fifteen more gents, and we could cover the 
three 1st grade classes. Kindergarten through 3rd grade are critical years for  
reading comprehension. Those who don't catch up by 3rd grade often get left 
behind for good. I thought that, with Trinity's proximity to Snowden and it's 
long time presence in the neighborhood, there might be a desire for some of the 
men in your congregation to volunteer. Our presence has made a big impact in 
supporting the teachers and showing our care for those who need it. It has  
garnered a real voice within the school among those who are otherwise  
antagonistic to Christ. It really is a minimal commitment that offers a big splash. 
And moving into our 4th year, we've a good process and support structure in 
place. Please consider helping out.” — Jim Allman 
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Binghampton UMM Food Pantry 

 

Michael Anderson, food pantry director for  
Binghampton United Methodist Mission, reports that 
99 families were served by the pantry in August as well 
as 30 families in emergency situations.  Many thanks to 
everyone who has contributed canned goods to the 
food pantry bin! Keep those donations coming. They 

are greatly needed and greatly appreciated. Current needs continue to be for 
canned vegetables, canned meats, soups, toilet paper and paper towels.  

Support for the Dreamers  
 

 Immediately after the benediction on Sunday, Sept. 17, there will be 
a letter-writing table in the back of the Fellowship Hall for those who want to  
support DACA registrants.  You may write a letter to your senators and/or 
representative to urge them to enact legislation that will protect the  
Dreamers. Paper, pens, envelopes, addresses, and stamps will be provided.  
There will also be a sample letter if you aren’t sure how to put your concern 
for these young people into words, and materials for our children who want 
to participate. 
 While immigration policy is quite complicated, many Christians are 
especially concerned about these young people. DACA, which President 
Trump is phasing out within six months (while urging Congress to enact  
legislation to protect Dreamers), applies to people who meet these  
requirements: 
• Came to the U.S. before the age of 16. 
• Don’t have lawful immigration status. 
• Have lived continuously in the U.S. since June 15, 2007. 
• Are at least 15 years old. 
• Currently in school or a graduate of high school or GED recipient or  
       honorably discharged military veteran. 
• You must also have a clean criminal record and pass a background check.  
 In their DACA applications, these young people were required to  
provide the federal government with detailed information about themselves 
and their parents — names, addresses — in order to gain work permits,  
driver’s licenses and other benefits of deferred action. Now they and their 
families are vulnerable to government action through the information they 
provided. While there many ways to support immigrant families, this is one 
we can do quickly and easily, and it can make a real difference.  You are  
invited to participate. 
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Evening UMW 

It's time for our Evening Circle to come back 
together again.  We will meet on Monday,  
September 18th at 6:30 p.m., in the Fellowship 
Hall.  Sue will present our lesson on chapter 2 of 
our book, “Holy Spirit Here and Now. “  The 
lesson will be on how the Holy Spirit brings us 
alive to God's presence.  Bring a dish to share 

and a can, a box, or a dollar for the United Methodist Neighborhood  
Center.  Visitors are welcome. 
 

Daytime UMW 

The next meeting of the UMW Daytime Circle will be held on Tuesday, 

September 19th at 10:30 a.m. Please bring canned goods or boxed non-

perishable items for the United Methodist Neighborhood Center. 

Dear Hearts, 

To each & everyone of you, I feel most   
inadequate in expressing my deep  
appreciation for all the calls, cards,  
sentiments, food  & sharing of sincere  
regards for my recent health concern. Each thought made me feel the 
warmth & love you are so willing to give. Trinity folks are so very special in 
my life & have been for some 64 years now. What a grand legacy of love to 
glean in a  
lifetime!  
 

A very special big "THANK YOU" to all of our little Card Factory artists &  
writers. These budding future geniuses are precious ones and a surety of our 
better world. I give each a "High 5" & great big "You are Awesome!" 

And every card is loved so much!   

God bless our devoted services to all of our needful & hurting  
community. Trinity UMC is a beacon of God's mighty light shining for all 
through our blessed Lord, Jesus Christ.  

Christ will come again! Thank you.  

      Charlotte Comes           


