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The Heyday
The whole congregation of the Israelites set out
from Elim; and Israel came to the wilderness
of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on
the fifteenth day of the second month after they
had departed from the land of Egypt. The
whole congregation of the Israelites complained
against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. The Israelites said to them, “If only we had
died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate
our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole
assembly with hunger.”... Exodus 16:1-3
...The Lord spoke to Moses and said,“I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say
to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of
bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.’” ...Exodus 16:11-12
I appreciate the feedback about this week’s sermon. I do. I don’t have
to have feedback, but I appreciate knowing that it was meaningful and
timely for Trinity.
It was suggested that I put the sermon in this edition of the Trinotes.
Well, I don’t have that kind of space, but I’m going to offer what I think is
most pertinent from this week’s message. A reminder: the above text was
the text off of which this sermon was based. In it the Israelites, God’s
chosen nation, were wandering in the desert, grumbling, and wishing for the
“good old days” in Egypt where, at the very least, they had food. That being
said, the following:
Recently, I’ve heard a time or two about Trinity’s heyday. I’m learning that it
looked like a cornerstone midtown church — the place everyone was on Sunday morning
— that 400 people filled the pews. But, in the reflections, that’s all the heyday is — a
time when the pews and plates were full.
I did some math with the help of a few people this week. Did you know that
(roughly estimated) there are around 300 people that grace the doors of this church on a
weekly basis, over five nights, for Narcotics Anonymous? Clearly I can’t tell you who they
are, but I’ve seen them. I know that their time here, keeps them alive. We have 45
scouts and their leaders who meet here weekly. There are 40 kids in the Montessori
School (and their parents and those employed by the school who for this purpose will go
uncounted). There are six clients and 2 workers for SRVS, and 3 folks who recently
graduated from Pathway to Dignity. That’s, ironically, roughly 396 people who, because
of this church, survive, thrive, are ministered to, learn, and are served — weekly.

Prayer Concerns
Our country and the world - for people of faith around the world who are
experiencing persecution; for refugees seeking asylum from war and social
unrest; for safe drinking water for those living in third world countries;
prayers for our country, that truth and justice will prevail; for people around
the world experiencing terrorist attacks; safety for children now back in
school.
The United Methodist Church - for our Pastor, Rev. Sara Tate, as she and her
sons adjust to their first year of school in Memphis, for our Bishop, and for
our District Superintendent, the Rev. Dr. Deborah Smith.
Trinity UMC - For homebound members in the congregation. For children
and youth ministries. For new visitors to this congregation. For families who
are grieving. For our congregation as we face transitions. Wisdom for our
Trustees and Church Council facing difficult decisions. Also, specific prayer
requests by and for:
Joan Smith—retina in granddaughter Sean’s left eye still in place: pray that
sight will return
—Amanda England, young wife & mother with brain cancer
—Bill & Sharon Booth, multiple surgeries, tests, physical therapy
(Sean & Rowan’s grandparents)
Jeanne Napoli, who has persistent, severe back pain
Charlotte Comes—Ramona McWilliams, undergoing another round of
chemotherapy
Tom Wilson, upcoming heart surgery August 28th
Charlotte Comes—upcoming surgery August 25th
Melba Abraham—Charles’ knee surgery postponed until October
Whendy Merryman, back issues and upcoming surgery
Rosemary Potter—daughter-in-law Leslie Potter’s father died suddenly
(Please submit your prayer requests to Debby Marston at 901-374-6895
(voicemail available) or email to office@trinityumcmemphis.org.)

(continued on page 3)
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Church Council Meeting
Sunday, August 27th following worship. A Potluck
Dinner will be served. Those planning to sit in on
this meeting should bring a dish to share.

Covenant Discipleship
Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m. in the Conference Room.
Disciple Fast Track
Will not meet on Sunday, August 27th. This Bible
Study’s normal meeting time is 12:30 p.m. on
Sundays, following worship.
Narcotics Anonymous now meets at Trinity UMC
five evenings a week: Wednesday through Sunday.
Scouts
Cub Scout pack meetings are held Sunday
afternoons at 3:00 p.m. Boy Scouts meet Monday
evenings at 7:00 p.m.
Workers Interfaith Network: Save the Date!
The 15th Annual Faith and Labor Picnic will be held
at Trinity UMC on Labor Day, September 4th, from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m., behind the Education Building.
Trinotes
The deadline for submissions for the next mailed
out Trinotes is September 11, 2017. Please email or
deliver any articles to our administrative officer,
Debby Marston, at: office@trinityumcmemphis.org.
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That number doesn’t include you (those in worship Sunday morning). That
number doesn’t involve our 35 VBS kids and 12 youth volunteers who helped, the kids
who came to the Back-to-School Bash last week (their parents and those in the
community who came), the youth that, for the first time in I don’t know how long, met at
the church last [Saturday] night for a movie night, the 12-15 homeless guests of ours
that’ll sleep here when the weather gets cooler and the volunteers from the neighborhood
who aren’t a part of Trinity but whose lives will be impacted by their service. The best
part of today’s number is that it involves people who are served by this church in the name
of God — it means that we are getting off the pews, now, and serving the world for the
sake of the Risen Christ. Thanks be to God. THIS is Trinity’s heyday.
And if you haven’t seen it yet, I hope you do now because, yes, it’s easy to grumble
about the budget, or the ways things have been, or what once was and will never be again
because WE. ARE. NOT. GOING. BACKWARD. Our future is ahead of us.
Egypt is no longer an option because the God who provides is waiting for us in the desert
— waiting for our faithfulness — hearing our complaining and still providing — and
loving us even in our worry, doubt, and responses of fear.
Perhaps it’s God who’s reminding us that this needs to be a season of trust.
Perhaps God is calling us to open our eyes and look ahead with a reminder that God is
in that “ahead” waiting for us. Perhaps it’s a season to celebrate! We’ve been a faithful
church that would be missed in this community were we gone. Perhaps who we once were
isn’t who we are now called to be. Perhaps we, like children of faith — babes on milk —
have grown into the church we are called to be — we’re ready for the meat of faith —
we’ve outgrown Sunday morning and spilled over into the rest of the week. Perhaps we
need to remember that milk and honey is ahead, not behind us, and pray for God to ease
our tensions, silence our complaining, send peace for our worry, and give us the provisions
we need — manna — to move ahead.
I can’t require you to celebrate all that’s happening in the church.
However, I hope that it will move you to joy, knowing. I hope that it will
encourage excitement and positive reflections because words have a great
impact on our attitudes and words can both fan a flame and extinguish it.
With your words in the coming months, pray for Trinity. The season
is one of great celebration and, at times, unknown ventures. We have much
to look forward to as we continue to face forward. And, as always, the best
of all, God is with us.
Grace and Peace,

Rev. Sara
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Prep time for RITI
Clothes Closet
By Lois M. Young

Our new Room in the Inn season is about two and a half months
away. The first night will be Tuesday, November 7. So, it’s time to start
preparing for our guests. Our Clothes Closet volunteer crew held a
sorting session August 15. We have so many clothes. They ask that you
only bring items that are good for the cold winter months, because it
takes a lot of time to sort through spring/summer clothes.
New items needed
These are the new items that we need most in the Clothes Closet:
Travel-sized Gold Bond Powder
Travel-sized antiperspirant/deodorant
Sunglasses and reading glasses
Kleenex travel packs
Disposable rain ponchos
Women’s underwear and sports bras (all sizes)
You can drop off donations in the Trinity Education Building in the
container near the kitchen door. If you have questions about Room in
the Inn at Trinity UMC, please contact Lois Young at 870-559-2228 or
loislane.young@comcast.net.
Thank you for your continued support of our unsheltered
neighbors!

Church Council Meeting:
You are invited!
Beginning this month, Church Council meetings will be held on the 4th Sunday each
month, following worship. Members of the
congregation are invited to attend in
order to learn firsthand about what’s going on at Trinity UMC.
A potluck meal is planned, so please bring your favorite
dishes to share. Mark your calendars for August 27th and
plan to come.
4

Memorials
Memorials have been received:
In memory of Randy Bruce
from Mac & Mary McConnell
In memory of Randy Bruce
from the UMW Evening Circle

Help wanted in church nursery
Jesus loved the little children, and here at Trinity
we do, too. However, we do need some adults to
help us care for our precious babies. Working in the nursery is a
wonderful way to serve your Lord and your church. Our babies
are precious and they are a lot of fun. Won't you please consider
volunteering for this important position? If you can help us, please
contact Carol Miller at 901.647.1329 or chmiller130@yahoo.com.

Church Calendar Policy
In order to prevent scheduling conflicts, it is essential that all
facilities bookings go through the church office. We maintain an
online calendar so the pastor and administrative officer can
keep up with groups using the many rooms and spaces housed
within the walls of our buildings. Standing committees and
regularly scheduled events are already on the calendar. Please be
advised that groups that have already booked a space for a
particular date and time on Trinity’s calendar will be given
priority. It is, therefore, essential that you contact Debby
Marston at 901-274-6895 or office@trinityumcmemphis.org
when you need to reserve a room.
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Faith & Labor
Picnic
The 15th annual Faith and Labor
Picnic will take place on Trinity’s
campus on Labor Day, Monday, September 4th from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00
p.m. This is a fundraising event that is designed to bring together people
of faith, labor leaders, and community supporters to honor the hard
work and efforts that have gone into fighting for worker’s rights, as well
as, the social and economic achievements the Workers Interfaith
Network (WIN) has gained for economic justice.
Those interested in sponsoring this WIN event should contact Anne
Smith at (901) 332-3570 or anne@workersinterfaithnetwork.org.
Sponsorship can be in the form of booth space or an advertisement in
the event program. Advance tickets can be purchased without
becoming a sponsor: adults $10, children $5, and family tickets $30.
Tickets are available online or at the gate.

Binghamton Food Pantry
Fishes and Loaves Food Pantry at Binghamton
UMM, 258 N. Merton St., is open on Tuesdays and
Fridays from 8:00 am to 11:00 am for distribution of
fresh fruits and vegetables....people can come as often
as they want for these.

Once a month, persons can request an emergency food
bag (canned goods, peanut butter, cereal, rice, dried
beans, soup, etc). Neither of these options require any proof of residency or need.....you ask, you receive.
Trinity members: bring staple items for the food pantry each
Sunday—one item per household member—as we partner in this
vital ministry to the poor.
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Daytime UMW Update
Vacation Is Over—Back to Meetings!
Melba says, “Bring coloring books and crayons
for the Methodist Hospital Auxiliary.”
Snookie says, “If you are not up-to-date on
your pledge, now would be a good time.”
The September 5th meeting starts at 10:30 a.m. We will go out for
lunch—location to be decided.

September 6
September 10
September 11
September 13

Jamie Windham
Timothy Taylor
Doris Webster
David Potter
Marty Rice
Kathy isbell
Kate Taylor
Harper Keller
Jan Bailey Young
Charlotte Comes
Bennett Brown
Craig Jordan
John Stuart
Nancy Rankin
Evelyn Hendren

September 14
September 16
September 17
September 20
September 22
September 23
September 26
September 27

If your birthday is in September and not noted on the
list above, please call the church office
at (901) 274-6895.
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Feeding, Clothing, Sheltering, Loving
I learned quickly after I moved here that the
church has a pastor’s discretionary fund. It is funded
by the communion offering. That’s a brilliant idea!
The problem is that the pastor’s discretionary fund
has been empty -- over-drawn, actually -- since I’ve
been here. That’s TWO MONTHS!
That is by no means Jonathan’s fault. It happened over time when
we gave out food vouchers that were used at a grocery store that wasn’t
billing us correctly. We were feeding people without being charged in a
timely way.
All of this being said, since June we’ve not been able to help people
who’ve called the church needing food vouchers. Please consider this
reality as you prepare to come to worship the first Sunday in September
(communion Sunday). Please consider making a special donation that day
to help replenish this fund so that we can feed people who are, well -hungry.
Grace and peace,

Rev. Sara

Children’s Council to Meet
A meeting of the Children’s Council is scheduled to meet on
Sunday, September 10th immediately following worship.
Lunch will be ordered from Lenny’s Deli and a suggested
donation of $5.00 is requested from those planning to attend.
Please RSVP to the church office by Friday, September 8th so
we can be sure and order enough food.
Parents and all those involved in children’s ministry are
invited to attend.

Pathway to Dignity to Start New Class
By Deloris Clayborne

Pathway to Dignity is growing and our services
are being requested more. We owe this to Trinity for
having a stable place to, not only have the classes, but
also a peaceful place conducive to learning.

We will start our new classes in September, 2017, and we are
recruiting now. We want to be better in each class than we were before. We are asking for volunteers from the church if anyone is interested in assisting us with the ministry of helping “the least of these.”
We also encourage you to refer people to the class.
Our hours of operation will continue to be Tuesday and
Thursday nights from 6:00—8:00 p.m. We welcome any and all
assistance. We are especially interested in volunteers with case
management experience and office assistance experience. Call
Deloris at (901) 270-0050 if you want to volunteer or have questions
about what skills one needs to work with this population.
We are growing and, with God’s continued blessings, our goal
is to become a vital part of the Love of God being displayed at Trinity United Methodist Church.
We would again like to say a big “Thanks” to those of you that
came to the first graduating class at Trinity. We are forever grateful.
With Love and Passion,
Deloris
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